brings visitors a taste of the southwest

Bretie Ann Womack
VIND

pon arriving at the top of the driveway off of

Adelaida Road, there is no mistaking: Wild

Coyote is a New Mexican oasis in the middle
of the westside ol Paso Robles. Gianni and Kati Ma-
nucei established Wild Coyote almost 20 years ago,
making them pioneers in the western Paso Robles
wine region.

Gianni started his adult life as an architect and
practiced in both Northern and Southern California.
However, the Native American culture and adobe ar-
chitecture in New Mexico was his true passion. He
visited often, hoping to someday retire there. When
Gianni decided he was ready for the next chapier in
his life, he studied winemaking at University of Cali-
fornia, Davis and landed in Paso Robles with his wife.

“Since I couldn’t make the big reds in New Mexico,
1 brought Santa Fe and Taos back to Paso Robles,” Gi-
anni said.

Gianni absolutely succeeded in his vision, as vis-
itors are immediately transporied to New Mexico as
they step out of their vehicles. Old, brightly-colored
poltery is imbedded into a hillside, and a teepee lies
just off to the north of the parking arca. The newly
renovated tasting room resembles an old adobe-style
home, very similar to what is found in Santa Fe or Taos
hut somehow lits in seamlessly with the geography of
the property. The round shape of the building facili-
tates a Jarge round bar inside, made of multi colored
rustic barn wood and a metal bar Lop. Skylights and
perfectly placed windows allow for plenty of natural
light and cxpansive views of surrounding vineyards
and orchards, reminding guests that this is in fact Paso
Robles. The tasting room features samples of many of
Wild Coyote’s “big reds” and is open daily from 1
@m. to S p.m.

Just bevend the tasting room is what looks like an-
other adobe, with the same architecturc as the tasting
room and brightly colored accents. The surrounding
landscaping and garden art accentuates the southwest-
ern vibe. Tnside this building are five privaie casitas
that make up the Wild Coyote Bed & Breakfast.

Fach room is equipped with either quecn or king
sized Temperpedic beds, luxury linens and furnish-
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